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MQ Open Access Policy

Purpose:

MQ Mental Health Research (MQ) seeks to advance understanding and treatment of mental
health conditions, translating scientific discoveries into tangible benefits for the public. To
maximize the impact of funded research, MQ requires awardees to make outputs openly
accessible, promoting transparency, reuse, and meaningful engagement with patients and the
wider community.

Scope:

This policy applies to all peer-reviewed publications, conference papers, and other research
outputs arising wholly or in part from MQ funding. This includes original research articles, reviews,
protocols, and preprints where applicable.

Open Access Requirements:

Awardees should deposit all peer-reviewed publications in Europe PMC, making them openly
accessible either immediately upcn publication {gold Open Access) or within six months of
publication (green Open Access}). Preprints are also encouraged to accelerate the dissemination
of research findings.

Where possible, awardees should retain copyright and apply a Creative Commons Attribution
(CC-BY) license for gold Open Access publications to facilitate reuse, including text- and data-
mining. Other licenses {e.g., CC-BY-NC or CC-BY-ND} may be used only if required by the journal.

Article Processing Charges (APCs)

Many journals allow Open Access via payment of an APC, which may be included in grant
applications. Eligible awardees may also use institutional OA funds, subject to specific eligibility
criteria.

Compliance
Awardees are responsible for ensuring that publications arising from MQ funding comply with this
policy. Compliance may be monitored through grant reporting and Europe PMC records.

Additional Guidance

MQr’s Open Access policy is under regular review to ensure alignment with best practice and
other UK funder requirements. Further guidance cn Open Access, Europe PMC deposition, and
APC funding is available on the Europe PMC website.
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